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OFFICIAL ACTION 
(Preliminary Notice of Rejection) 
Application No.: Date of Service: 

2001/181402 September 7, 2004 

This application is to be rejected on the grounds as set forth below. A 
response to this Official Action, if any, should be made within three months 
from the date of service as above. 

Ground 

1. The subject matter as claimed in the following Claim(s) in this 
application is obvious to those skilled in the art from the following 
document(s) made available in Japan or foreign countries prior to the effective 
filing date of this application. Accordingly, this application should be rejected 
under the provision of Patent Law Section 29(2). 

Note 

Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 52-146648 
Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 60-076705 
Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 10-282450 (refer to Fig. 2 

(b)) 

Cited references 1 and 2 disclose that an input beam is spatially 
separated into plural output beams by using a diffractive element. Further, 
Cited reference 3 discloses that an energy distribution of a light beam is 



changed from Gaussian to uniform. Furthermore, to cause the output beam 
to be off-axis and to arrange optical elements for avoiding interference between 
the plural output beams after diffraction as the present invention are both 
matters of design variation for those who skilled in the art. 
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Abstract of JP521 46648 

PURPOSETo transmit the power of incident light with the hologram having divided 
object light with a slit and recorded the divided lights by dividing said power to the 
output ends of spacially isolated plural optical fibers or optical guides. 
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